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CONTEMPORARY ARTSMUSEUM HOUSTON
APPOINTSNEW CURATOR TOBY KAMPS

Senior Curator at Cincinnati@® Contemporary Arts Center
to Assume New Role Effective January 16

CAMH Curator Paola M orsiani Promoted to Senior Curator;
Assodate Curator Valerie Cassdl Oliver Promoted to Curator

Houston, TX — November 28, 2006 — The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston has named Toby
Kamps as its new curator, effective January 16, 2007. Kamps joins a curatorial staff that includes
Senior Curator Paola Morsiani and Curator Valerie Cassel Oliver, as well as Adjunct Curator
Lynn Herbert.

“We are delighted to have Toby strengthen what is already a premier curatorial staff,” said
Contemporary Arts Museum Houston Director Marti Mayo. “He is widely respected in
contemporary art, and his knowledge and depth of experience will help further our mission of
showcasing the world’s best art of the past 40 years for Houston audiences.”

Kamps, 43, is currently senior curator at Cincinnati’s Contemporary Arts Center. He was director
and assistant professor at the Institute of Contemporary Art at Maine College of Art in Portland,
Maine, from 2004 to 2006, and served as curator and department head at the Museum of
Contemporary Art San Diego, where he started as an assistant curator in 1998.

“I'm thrilled to be joining the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston team,” Kamps said. “I’ve
been a big fan of the Museum, Houston, and Texas for a long time, so it’s a real thrill to make the
move. I'm looking forward to working with Marti Mayo and my new colleagues at the CAMH, as
well as with the city’s amazing artists and patrons, to make great exhibitions. I will miss the
Contemporary Arts Center and Cincinnati, but this was too exciting an opportunity to pass up.”

In 2003, Kamps organized Ellsworth Kelly: Red Green Blue, which traveled to the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston, and the Whitney Museum of Art, New York, following its premiere in San
Diego.

Among the numerous exhibitions Kamps has curated or co-curated are significant shows of the
work of Michael Queenland, Sharon Lockhart, Sarah Sze, Vanessa Beecroft, Fabrizio Plessi, and
Sarah Charlesworth.

Current and upcoming exhibitions curated or co-curated by Kamps include Baja to Vancouver:
Wed Coast Social Landscapes (traveling to Seattle Art Museum, Museum of Contemporary Art
San Diego, Vancouver Art Gallery, and California College of Arts and Crafts, San Francisco);
Space is the Place The Old Weird America. Folklore, Myth and Urban Legends in
Contemporary Art, for the Contemporary Arts Center; and John Harrison and John Wood, also
for the Contemporary Arts Center.
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Kamps was curator of exhibitions at the Madison Art Center in Wisconsin, from 1994 to 1998,
and a curatorial assistant at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis, Minn., from 1992 to 1994. He
holds an MA in art history from Williams College (1991), an AB in German from Bowdoin
College (1987), and performed additional postgraduate studies at the Kunsthistorisches Institut at
Freie Universitiit in West Berlin, Germany (1988).

Simultaneous with the arrival of Kamps, the Museum announced the promotion of Curator Paola
Morsiani to the position of senior curator. Morsiani has curated a number of internationally
acclaimed exhibitions at the CAMH, including the current show, Wishing for Synchronicity:
Works by Pipilotti Rist (2006-07), as well as AndreaZittel: Critical Space (2005), and When1 is
2: The Art of Alghiero e Boetti (2002). She has also contributed critical essays to numerous
exhibition catalogues and journals on artists such as Inka Essenhigh, Nader Ahriman, and Dario
Robleto, and on contemporary video and film. Morsiani received her MA in art history, summa
cum laude, from the University of Padua in Italy and received an MA in Arts Administration
from New York University. She has been with the Museum since 1999.

Also, Associate Curator Valerie Cassel Oliver has been promoted to curator. Cassel Oliver has
organized group exhibitions including, Splat Boom Pow! The Influernce of Cartoons in
Contemporary Art and Double Consciousness. Black Concepgual Art Since 1970s, and solo
exhibitions featuring the work of Ghada Amer, Sanford Biggers, Bill Lundberg, Anne Wilson,
Su-en Wong, and Demetrius Oliver. Her forthcoming projects include the group exhibition, Black
Light/White Noise: Sound and Light in Contemporary Art (opening May 19, 2007), and a
retrospective on the work of Benjamin Patterson (2008). Prior to assuming her position at the
Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, Cassel Oliver was director of the Visiting Artists Program
at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, from 1996 to 2000, and a Program Specialist at the
National Endowment for the Arts, from 1988 to 1995. In 2000, she served as co-curator of the
Biennial Exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York. Cassel Oliver is a
graduate of The University of Texas at Austin and holds an MA in art history from Howard
University in Washington, D.C.

The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston is a non-collecting institution dedicated to presenting
the best and most exciting international, national, and regional art of the last 40 years, and to
providing a forum for the discussion and understanding of the art of our time. Through dynamic
exhibitions accompanied by scholarly publications and accessible educational programs, the
Museum reaches out to local, regional, national, and international audiences of all ages.

Upcoming exhibitions at the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston include Sam Gilliam: a
retrospecive (January 27 to May 6), the first full-career survey for the important abstract artist,
and Black Light/White Noise: Sound and Light in Contemporary Art (summer 2007), which
builds on the longstanding tradition of artistic experimentation with “sons et lumicres,” or “sound
and light,” through the works of artists such as Kianga Ford, Arthur Jafa, and Karyn Olivier.
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