
 

 
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

60th ANNIVERSARY GALA TO HONOR CHAMBERLAIN 
  

HOUSTON, Texas (Thursday, March 6, 2008) – John Chamberlain, one of the 
greatest living sculptors, will be the guest of honor at the Contemporary Arts Museum 
Houston’s 60th Anniversary Gala, set for April 11 at the Corinthian. The event theme, 
Diamonds in the Rough, is a nod to both the Museum’s diamond anniversary, as well as 
its tradition of presenting work by important young artists long before they’ve become 
household names.  
 
In addition to Chamberlain, the CAMH Gala will pay tribute to all of the past presidents 
and chairmen to have served on behalf of the nation’s third-oldest contemporary art 
organization.  
 
“Because 60 years, the diamond anniversary, is such an important milestone, we’re 
planning on making this the most lavish, and most fun, event in the Museum’s history,” 
said Contemporary Arts Museum Houston Interim Director Linda Shearer. 
 
The annual silent auction held during the Gala has been expanded to include a handful of 
choice luxury items in addition to artwork by contemporary artists who have shown at the 
Museum. A diamond necklace and earrings from DeBeers, a London vacation 

package to attend the Frieze Art Fair, and contemporary furniture by Ligne Roset, 
among other special offerings, will complement stellar original artworks by Cindy 

Sherman, Jon Kessler, The Art Guys, as well as several artists from recent CAMH-
organized group exhibitions Black Light/White Noise: Sound and Light in Contemporary 
Art and Nexus Texas.  
 
The Gala, co-chaired by Kristi Schiller and Ryland Holmes Peveto, will feature cuisine 
by Jackson and Company and music by Eighties cover band the Spazmatics. 
 
A limited number of tables and tickets remain for the Gala. To order yours before it’s too 
late, contact Special Events Manager Kelly Hamman at (713) 284-8262, or by e-mail at 
khamman@camh.org.  
 
IN A NUTSHELL 

2008 Contemporary Arts Museum Houston Gala 
Friday, April 11, 7:30 p.m. at The Corinthian 
Cocktails, seated dinner by Jackson and Company, and dancing to the Spazmatics 
Honorees: John Chamberlain and past Presidents and Chairmen of the CAMH 
Gala Chairs: Kristi Schiller and Ryland Holmes Peveto 
Tickets: $1,000 per person ($250 for members of The Studio); Tables: $7,500 to $50,000 
Silent Auction: Work by contemporary artists who have shown at the CAMH, plus select 
high-end items  
 

-more- 



Diamonds in the Rough 
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ABOUT JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 

The work of sculptor John Chamberlain was first shown in Houston as part of a CAMH-
organized group exhibition, Ways and Means, in 1961, just after his first gallery show in 
New York and within days of the landmark group exhibition, The Art of Assemblage, at 
The Museum of Modern Art. The following year Chamberlain began showing with 
famed gallerist Leo Castelli. 
 
Chamberlain is best known for creating sculptures from wrecked automobile parts that 
bring the Abstract Expressionist style of painting into three dimensions. 
 
Ways and Means, presented in the CAMH’s original A-frame building on Holcombe 
Boulevard, also included pieces by William Brice and Frank Stella. Nearly 15 years later, 
in 1975, the CAMH organized John Chamberlain: Recent Sculptures, the works from 
which now form the basis of Chamberlain’s permanent installation at the Chinati 
Foundation in Marfa, Texas.  
 
Born in 1927 in Rochester, Indiana, Chamberlain grew up in Chicago. After serving in 
the United States Navy from 1943 to 1946, he attended the Art Institute of Chicago and 
Black Mountain College. Chamberlain moved to New York in 1956 and the following 
year made Shortstop, his first sculpture incorporating automobile parts. Chamberlain had 
his first retrospective in 1971, at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, and 
the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, held a second retrospective in 1986. He 
currently lives and works on Shelter Island, New York. 
 
ABOUT THE CAMH 

The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston is a non-collecting institution dedicated to 
presenting the best and most exciting international, national, and regional art of today, 
and to providing a forum for the discussion and understanding of the art of our time. 
Through dynamic exhibitions accompanied by scholarly publications and accessible 
educational programs, the Museum reaches out to local, regional, national, and 
international audiences of all ages.  
 
GENERAL INFO 

The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston is located at 5216 Montrose Boulevard, at the 
corner of Montrose and Bissonnet, in the heart of Houston’s Museum District. Hours are 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Thursday to 9 p.m.), and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 
Admission is always free. For more information visit www.camh.org or call (713) 284-
8250. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Jim Mulvihill      
Director of Communications and Marketing  
(713) 284-8255      
jmulvihill@camh.org     
Access CAMH online at www.camh.org   


