arts

CONTEMPORARY ARTS MUSEUM HOUSTON PRESENTS
FIRST COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF HEILMANN

Mary Heilmann: To Be Someone Features Abstract
Painting and Sculpture from Nov. 3 to Jan. 6

Mary Heilmann, Surfing On Acid, 2005. Oil on canvas,
60 x 48 inches. Orange County Museum of Art, Newport
Beach, Cdifornia; Museum purchase with funds
provided through prior gift of Lois Outerbridge.

HOUSTON, Texas (Friday, Octobea 5, 2007 — Thisfall, from November 3 to Januay 6,
the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston will present Mary Heilmann: To Be Soneone
the first retrogective of work by this steadfast adhaent to abdract panting whose
influences indude populbr culture and craft traditions Known as an “artist’s artist” for
her impassional following among younge panters, Heilmann's work draws upon
Southern California beach culture, experience with rock musc, and life in New York
City to create highly personal works tha evoke her digtina sources through the use of
bright colors and a minimalist aesthdtic.

“Mary Heilmann was committed to abstract painting when both abgraction and panting
were out of fashion,” said Contemporary Arts Museum Hougon Interim Director Linda
Shearer. “Her impact has been far-reaching despite limited exposure outside of California
and New Y ork, atestament to her uniquestyle tha developeal outside of art-world trends
and despite gendea bias. The presentation of this landmark retrogpective reinforces the
Museun’s commitment to bringing the best art of our time to the people of Southeast
Texas.”
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Mary Heilmann: To Be Sonmeone organized by the Orange County Museum of Art,
features works from 1967 to the present, induding 57 pantings five sculptures, and 13
of Heilmann’s handmede chars. Eleven of the chars will be placed throughoutthe
gdlery, inviting visitors to rest at ther leisure as a way of engaging with the art more
intimately.

An accompanying video featuring a soundtack with influential rock music explores the
ingpiration behind much of Hellmann' s work.

Heilmann was bom in 1940 in San Frandsco. She earned a BA in literature at the
University of California, Santa Barbara (1962) and an MA in ceramics and sculpture
from the University of California, Berkeley (1967). Though trained as a sculptor,
Heilmann increasingly focused on panting after moving to New York City in 1968
While Modenist ideals still prevailed in panting, Heilmann broughther sculptor’ s hands
to the canvas, creating a much looser feel tha made little effort to obscure the physcal
process. Much like the punk and New Wave musicians of the 1970sthat ingired her,
Heilmann channded he rebdlion into art tha was spontaneous, exubaant, and anti-
establishment.

Heilmann’s first of more than 50 solo exhibitions came at the Whitney Museum Art
Resources Center in 197Q Heilmann has also participated in more than 150 group
exhibitionsin museums and gdleries aroundthe world.

Heilmann's work was seen locally in the 2005 exhibition POPulence at Blaffer Gallery,
the Art Museum of the University of Hougon, as well as 1995s Critiques of Pure
Abgraction, organized by Independent Curators Internaiond, also at the Blaffer.

In addition to this first major retrogpective, Heilmann has also been featured recently in
the high-profile group exhibitions WACK! Art and the Feminist Revolution, the first
comprehengve, historical exhibition to examine the internationd founddionsand legacy
of feminist art, organized by The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angdes, and High
Times Hard Times. New York Painting 19671975 alook at the significant developments
in abdract panting in the late 1960sand early 19705 now on a six-stop internaiond
tour. The enhanced exposure earned Heilmann a lengthy profile in the Augug 2007issue
of Vogue complete with atwo-page Annie Leibovitz photo spread.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

Friday, November 2, 9-11 p.m.
Preview reception open to the public

Saturday, November 3, 2 p.m.

Exhibiting artist Mary Hellmann in didogue with Elizabeth Armstrong, deputy
director for programs and chief curator, Orange County Museum of Art, and curator of
theexhibition
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Thursday, November 15, 6:30 p.m.
Loft Concert with Musiqa, playing selectionsingpired by the exhibition

Sunda/, November 18,1-4 p.m.
Family Day with specially designed tours for children and handson art activities

Sunda/, December 2, 2 p.m.

Dana FriissHansen, The Dr. and Mrs. Ernest C. Butler Executive Director, Audin
Museum of Art, and former Senior Curator, Contemporary Arts Mussum Hougon, on
Heilmann' s influence among a subsequent generation of abgract panters

Saturday, December 8, 2 p.m.
Julie Farr, Executive Director, Houdon Center for Contemporary Craft, on therole of
craft in Heilmann'’s sculpture and furniture

Thursday, Januay 3, 6:30 p.m.
Susie Rognarin, Hougon-based artist, on abgract panting and color

For further information on programs or to inquire about group tours, please cal (713)
284-8257.

EXHIBITION CREDITS

Mary Heilmann: To Be Soneone is organized by the Orange County Museum of Art,
Newport Beach, Caifornia. The exhibition received magor suppot from The Andy
Warhol Founddion for the Visud Arts, Inc. and Altria Group. Significant funding was
provided by the Nationd Endowment for the Arts.

Mary Heilmann: To Be Soneoneis curated by Elizabeth Armstrong, deputy director for
programs and chief curator, Orange County Museum of Art, Newport Beach, California.
A major cataloguewith texts by Elizabeth Armstrong, JohannaBurton, and Dave Hickey
accompanies the exhibition. Following the CAMH presentation, the exhibition will travel
to the Wexne Center for the Arts, Columbus Ohio (May 10to Augug 24,2008) and the
New Museum of Contemporary Art, New Y ork (September 27,2008to January 4, 2009)

EXHIBITION FUNDING AND SUPPORT

Exhibitions presented in The Brown Founddion Gallery are suppoted by the parons
beneactors, and donoss to the Museum's Mgjor Exhibition Fund: Major Patron—Fayez
Sarofim. Patrons—Chinhui Juhn and Eddie Allen; Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Balard; George
and Mary Josephine Hamman Founddion; Mr. and Mrs. |.H. Kempne |lI/Harris and
Eliza Kempne Fund; Ms. Louisa Stude Sarofim; Leigh and Reggie Smith; and Michael
Zilkha Bendactors—Jackson Hicks/Jackson and Company; Elizabeth Howard; King &
Spdding L.L.P.; Susan Vaughan Founddion; Vitol Inc.; and Mr. and Mrs. Wallace S.
Wilson. Donors—Baker Botts, L.L.P.; Karol Kreymer and Robet J. Card, M.D.; Judy
and Scott Nyquist; Karen and Eric Pulaski; David |. Saperstein; Elisa J. Stude Karen and
Harry Susman; and Joan Hohlt and J. Rogea Wich Founddion.
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GENERAL SUPPORT

The Museun'' s opeationsand programs are made possible throughthe generosty of the
Museun''s trugees, parons members, and donors. The Contemporary Arts Museum
Houdon receives patia opeaating suppot from the Hougon Endowment, Inc., the City
of Hougon throughthe Hougon Museum Digtrict Association, the Nationd Endowment
for the Arts, and the Texas Commission ontheArts.

Continental istheofficia airline of the Contemporary Arts Mussum Hougon.

Theaudio guidefeatures commentary by Mary Hellmann and is suppoted in part by Will
Golden.

MISSION

The Contemporary Arts Mussum Houdon is a non-collecting ingitution dedicated to
presenting the best and mog exciting internationd, nationd, and regiond art of today,
and to providing a forum for the discussion and undestanding of the art of our time.
Through dynamic exhibitions accompanied by scholarly publications and accessible
educationd programs, the Museum reaches out to loca, regiond, naiond, and
internationd audiences of al ages. Recent exhibitions indude Andrea Zittel: Critical
Spae, thefirst comprehensve solo exhibition of Zittel’s work in North America, named
“Best Architecture or Design Show of 2006” by the Internationd Assodation of Art
Critics, Sam Gilliam a retrospective, the first full-career survey for the important
abdract artist; and Bladk Light'White Noise: Soundand Light in Contemporary Art, the
first comprehensve review of black artists working with soundand light

Upcoming major exhibitionsat the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston indude Design
Life Now. National Design Triennial (Jan. 26-April 20, 2008) presenting the
expeimental projects, emerging ideas, major buildings new produds, and media at the
center of contemporary culture, and The Old, Weird America (May 3-July 20, 2008) the
first museum exhibition to explore the widespread resurgence of folk imagery and history
in American contemporary art.

GENERAL INFO

The Contemporary Arts Museum Hougon is located at 5216 Montrose Boulevard, at the
corne of Montrose and Bissonnd, in the heart of Hougon’s Museum District. Hours are
Tuesday to Saturday, 10am. to 5 p.m. (Thursdaysto 9 p.m.), and Sunda/, noonto 5 p.m.
Admission is dways free. For more information visit www.camh.org or call (713) 284
8250.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
Jm Mulvihill

Director of Communicationsand Marketing
(713)284-82%

jmulvihill@camh.org

Access CAMH onlineat www.camh.org




