
 

Mary Heilmann, Surfing On Acid, 2005. Oil on canvas, 
60 x 48 inches. Orange County Museum of Art, Newport 
Beach, California; Museum purchase with funds 
provided through prior gift of Lois Outerbridge. 

 

 
 

CONTEMPORARY ARTS MUSEUM HOUSTON PRESENTS  

FIRST COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF HEILMANN 
 

Mary Heilmann: To Be Someone Features Abstract  

Painting and Sculpture from Nov. 3 to Jan. 6 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
HOUSTON, Texas (Friday, October 5, 2007) – This fall, from November 3 to January 6, 
the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston will present Mary Heilmann: To Be Someone, 
the first retrospective of work by this steadfast adherent to abstract painting whose 
influences include popular culture and craft traditions. Known as an “artist’ s artist”  for 
her impassioned following among younger painters, Heilmann’s work draws upon 
Southern California beach culture, experience with rock music, and life in New York 
City to create highly personal works that evoke her distinct sources through the use of 
bright colors and a minimalist aesthetic. 
 
“Mary Heilmann was committed to abstract painting when both abstraction and painting 
were out of fashion,”  said Contemporary Arts Museum Houston Interim Director Linda 
Shearer. “Her impact has been far-reaching despite limited exposure outside of California 
and New York, a testament to her unique style that developed outside of art-world trends 
and despite gender bias. The presentation of this landmark retrospective reinforces the 
Museum’s commitment to bringing the best art of our time to the people of Southeast 
Texas.”  
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Mary Heilmann: To Be Someone, organized by the Orange County Museum of Art, 
features works from 1967 to the present, including 57 paintings, five sculptures, and 13 
of Heilmann’s handmade chairs. Eleven of the chairs will be placed throughout the 
gallery, inviting visitors to rest at their leisure as a way of engaging with the art more 
intimately.  
 
An accompanying video featuring a soundtrack with influential rock music explores the 
inspiration behind much of Heilmann’s work. 
 
Heilmann was born in 1940 in San Francisco. She earned a BA in literature at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara (1962), and an MA in ceramics and sculpture 
from the University of California, Berkeley (1967). Though trained as a sculptor, 
Heilmann increasingly focused on painting after moving to New York City in 1968. 
While Modernist ideals still prevailed in painting, Heilmann brought her sculptor’s hands 
to the canvas, creating a much looser feel that made little effort to obscure the physical 
process. Much like the punk and New Wave musicians of the 1970s that inspired her, 
Heilmann channeled her rebellion into art that was spontaneous, exuberant, and anti-
establishment.   
 
Heilmann’s first of more than 50 solo exhibitions came at the Whitney Museum Art 
Resources Center in 1970. Heilmann has also participated in more than 150 group 
exhibitions in museums and galleries around the world.  
 
Heilmann’s work was seen locally in the 2005 exhibition POPulence at Blaffer Gallery, 
the Art Museum of the University of Houston, as well as 1995’s Critiques of Pure 
Abstraction, organized by Independent Curators International, also at the Blaffer. 
 
In addition to this first major retrospective, Heilmann has also been featured recently in 
the high-profile group exhibitions WACK! Art and the Feminist Revolution, the first 
comprehensive, historical exhibition to examine the international foundations and legacy 
of feminist art, organized by The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, and High 
Times Hard Times: New York Painting 1967-1975, a look at the significant developments 
in abstract painting in the late 1960s and early 1970s, now on a six-stop international 
tour. The enhanced exposure earned Heilmann a lengthy profile in the August 2007 issue 
of Vogue, complete with a two-page Annie Leibovitz photo spread.  
 
 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
 
Friday, November 2, 9-11 p.m. 
Preview reception open to the public 
 
Saturday, November 3, 2 p.m. 
Exhibiting artist Mary Heilmann in dialogue with Elizabeth Armstrong, deputy 
director for programs and chief curator, Orange County Museum of Art, and curator of 
the exhibition 
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Thursday, November 15, 6:30 p.m.  
Loft Concert with Musiqa, playing selections inspired by the exhibition 
 
Sunday, November 18, 1-4 p.m. 
Family Day with specially designed tours for children and hands-on art activities 
 
Sunday, December 2, 2 p.m.  
Dana Fr iis-Hansen, The Dr. and Mrs. Ernest C. Butler Executive Director, Austin 
Museum of Art, and former Senior Curator, Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, on 
Heilmann’s influence among a subsequent generation of abstract painters 
 
Saturday, December 8, 2 p.m.  
Julie Farr , Executive Director, Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, on the role of 
craft in Heilmann’s sculpture and furniture 
 
Thursday, January 3, 6:30 p.m. 
Susie Rosmarin, Houston-based artist, on abstract painting and color 
 
For further information on programs or to inquire about group tours, please call (713) 
284-8257. 
 
 
EXHIBITION CREDITS 
Mary Heilmann: To Be Someone is organized by the Orange County Museum of Art, 
Newport Beach, California. The exhibition received major support from The Andy 
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. and Altria Group. Significant funding was 
provided by the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
Mary Heilmann: To Be Someone is curated by Elizabeth Armstrong, deputy director for 
programs and chief curator, Orange County Museum of Art, Newport Beach, California. 
A major catalogue with texts by Elizabeth Armstrong, Johanna Burton, and Dave Hickey 
accompanies the exhibition. Following the CAMH presentation, the exhibition will travel 
to the Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus, Ohio (May 10 to August 24, 2008), and the 
New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York (September 27, 2008 to January 4, 2009). 
 
EXHIBITION FUNDING AND SUPPORT 
Exhibitions presented in The Brown Foundation Gallery are supported by the patrons, 
benefactors, and donors to the Museum’s Major Exhibition Fund: Major Patron—Fayez 
Sarofim. Patrons—Chinhui Juhn and Eddie Allen; Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Ballard; George 
and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation; Mr. and Mrs. I.H. Kempner III/Harris and 
Eliza Kempner Fund; Ms. Louisa Stude Sarofim; Leigh and Reggie Smith; and Michael 
Zilkha. Benefactors—Jackson Hicks/Jackson and Company; Elizabeth Howard; King &  
Spalding L.L.P.; Susan Vaughan Foundation; Vitol Inc.; and Mr. and Mrs. Wallace S. 
Wilson. Donors—Baker Botts, L.L.P.; Karol Kreymer and Robert J. Card, M.D.; Judy 
and Scott Nyquist; Karen and Eric Pulaski; David I. Saperstein; Elisa J. Stude; Karen and 
Harry Susman; and Joan Hohlt and J. Roger Wich Foundation.  
 

-more- 



GENERAL SUPPORT 
The Museum’s operations and programs are made possible through the generosity of the 
Museum’s trustees, patrons, members, and donors. The Contemporary Arts Museum 
Houston receives partial operating support from the Houston Endowment, Inc., the City 
of Houston through the Houston Museum District Association, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, and the Texas Commission on the Arts. 
 
Continental is the official airline of the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston. 
 
The audio guide features commentary by Mary Heilmann and is supported in part by Will 
Golden. 
 
MISSION 
The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston is a non-collecting institution dedicated to 
presenting the best and most exciting international, national, and regional art of today, 
and to providing a forum for the discussion and understanding of the art of our time. 
Through dynamic exhibitions accompanied by scholarly publications and accessible 
educational programs, the Museum reaches out to local, regional, national, and 
international audiences of all ages. Recent exhibitions include Andrea Zittel: Critical 
Space, the first comprehensive solo exhibition of Zittel’ s work in North America, named 
“Best Architecture or Design Show of 2006” by the International Association of Art 
Critics; Sam Gilliam: a retrospective, the first full-career survey for the important 
abstract artist; and Black Light/White Noise: Sound and Light in Contemporary Art, the 
first comprehensive review of black artists working with sound and light. 
 
Upcoming major exhibitions at the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston include Design 
Life Now: National Design Triennial (Jan. 26-April 20, 2008), presenting the 
experimental projects, emerging ideas, major buildings, new products, and media at the 
center of contemporary culture, and The Old, Weird America (May 3-July 20, 2008), the 
first museum exhibition to explore the widespread resurgence of folk imagery and history 
in American contemporary art. 
 
GENERAL INFO 
The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston is located at 5216 Montrose Boulevard, at the 
corner of Montrose and Bissonnet, in the heart of Houston’s Museum District. Hours are 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Thursdays to 9 p.m.), and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 
Admission is always free. For more information visit www.camh.org or call (713) 284-
8250. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Jim Mulvihill      
Director of Communications and Marketing  
(713) 284-8255      
jmulvihill@camh.org     
Access CAMH online at www.camh.org   
 


