
 

Kelly Nipper, An Arrangement for the Architect and a Darkroom Timer [detail], 2005.  
Three-channel video installation, 60 minutes, color, sound, installation dimensions 
variable. Courtesy francesca kaufmann, Milan.  

 

 

 

CONTEMPORARY ARTS MUSEUM HOUSTON  

PRESENTS RECENT WORKS BY KELLY NIPPER 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HOUSTON, Texas – September 10, 2007 – Kelly Nipper, the multimedia artist based in Southern 
California, will be featured in her fi rst solo museum exhibition, Perspectives 158: Kelly Nipper, 
at the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, from September 21 to December 9, 2007.  
 
Perspectives 158: Kelly Nipper is comprised of one video installation, An Arrangement for the 
Architect and a Darkroom Timer (2005); a single color photograph, The Future (2006); and three 
groups of photographs, Weather Center (2006), Love with the Sound Technician (2004), and 
Evergreen (2005).   
 
“The crystalline moments depicted in this exhibition’s photographs and video are inspired 
attempts to test hypotheses about the mysterious and beautiful structures underlying everyday 
life,” said CAMH senior curator and exhibition organizer Toby Kamps. 
 
An Arrangement for the Architect… consists of a large-scale video projection depicting an 
encounter between a man and a woman. In a studio illuminated with red light, Nipper placed two 
performers who had never met each other less than a foot apart and recorded the profi les of their 
upper bodies from the side using a fi xed camera. The resulting document is a record of what 
happens when two strangers are forced uncomfortably close to one another. At fi rst, there is 
amusement and perhaps fl irtation. Later, there is anger and annoyance. This shifting dynamic 
unfolds for 60 minutes, a unit of time independently demarcated by a darkroom timer in the 
gallery, which sounds an alarm when the time has elapsed. Adjacent to the timer and couple dyad, 
another looped video plays—a stop-action close up of an apple falling into longitudinal sections. 
 

-more- 
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“If the title is a clue to the content, it is possible that the work is a take on the sexual tension 
between Howard Roark and Dominique Francon in Ayn Rand’s The Fountainhead, a novel of  
architectural existentialism,” said Kamps. “Certainly the work is an allegory of the age-old 
tensions between man and woman that began with Adam and Eve—a symbolic possibility 
heightened by the inclusion of apple imagery. But the Pavlovian element of the timer’s buzzer 
and the lush red illumination of the video undercut any straightforward interpretation by framing 
the work in the context of a photo lab.”  
 
In Evergreen, a series of four color photographs show the same head-on view of a stage curtain, 
though each image captures a different moment in the procedure of a sound technician arranging 
the space for a performance. Nipper, who shot the work in a Los Angeles recording studio, says 
she asked the sound technician to set the stage for Barbra Streisand and Kris Kristofferson to sing 
their hit duet “Evergreen” from the 1976 fi lm A Star Is Born. A Zen-like countdown to curtain 
time, Evergreen captures those charged preliminary moments when artists and audiences summon 
their concentration. The series also serves as a reminder that all of Nipper’s works are carefully 
constructed manifestations of predetermined ideas and sometimes inchoate systems. 
 
Nipper has been included in group exhibitions at the Orange County Museum of Art, Newport 
Beach, Calif. (Girls’ Night Out and the California Biennial); the Santa Barbara Contemporary 
Arts Forum, Santa Barbara, Calif. (Untitled); The Israel Museum, Jerusalem (Short Cuts: Video 
Art and Photography); Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago (People See Paintings); the 
Portland Art Museum, Portland, Oregon (New in Town); and the Miami Art Museum (Passion for 
Art: The DiSaronno Originale Photography Collection).  
 
Her solo exhibitions also include numerous gallery shows in the United States and Italy. 
 
Nipper’s work has been seen in Houston as part of the group exhibition Girls’ Night Out, which 
traveled to Blaffer Gallery, the Art Museum of the University of Houston, in 2004. 
 
Perspectives 158: Kelly Nipper will be accompanied by a Perspectives-format catalogue with an 

essay by Kamps, reproductions of exhibited work, and documentation on the artist’s career. 

 
PUBLI C PROGRAMS 
 

Thursday, September 20, 6:30 p.m. Perspectives Talk with Kelly Nipper, exhibiting artist 

 

Thursday, September 20, 7-9 p.m. Preview of the exhibition  
 

Saturday, October 20, 2 p.m.  Talk and performance by Houston Playback Theater 

 

Thursday, November 29, 6:30 p.m. Perspectives Talk with Toby Kamps, exhibition curator 
and senior curator, Contemporary Arts Museum Houston 

 

For further information on programs or to inquire about group tours, please call (713) 284-8257. 
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EXHIBITION FUNDING AND SUPPORT 

The Perspectives Series is made possible by major grants from Fayez Sarofi m; The Studio, the 
young professionals group of the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston; and by donors to the 
Museum’s Perspectives Fund: Suzette and Darrell Betts, COADE Engineering Software, Sanford 
and Susie Criner, Leslie Ballard and Mark Hull, Solange Knowles, Belinda Phelps and Randy 
Howard, and William F. Stern.  
 
Perspectives catalogues are made possible by a grant from The Brown Foundation, Inc. 
 
The audioguide features commentary by Kelly Nipper and is supported in part by Will Golden. 
 
Continental is the offi cial airline of the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston. 
 
GENERAL SUPPORT 

The Museum’s operations and programs are made possible through the generosity of the 
Museum’s trustees, patrons, members, and donors. The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston 
receives partial operating support from the Houston Endowment, Inc., the City of Houston 
through the Houston Museum District Association, and the Texas Commission on the Arts. 
 

MISSION 
The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston is a non-collecting institution dedicated to presenting 
the best and most exciting international, national, and regional art of the last 40 years, and to 
providing a forum for the discussion and understanding of the art of our time. Through dynamic 
exhibitions accompanied by scholarly publications and accessible educational programs, the 
Museum reaches out to local, regional, national, and international audiences of all ages.  
 
RECENT AND UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS 

Recent exhibitions include Andrea Zittel: Critical Space, the fi rst comprehensive solo exhibition 
of Zittel’s work in North America, named “Best Architecture or Design Show of 2006” by the 
International Association of Art Critics; Sam Gilliam: a retrospective, the fi rst full-career survey 
for the important abstract artist; and Black Light/White Noise: Sound and Light in Contemporary 
Art, the fi rst comprehensive review of black artists working with sound and light. 
 
Upcoming exhibitions at the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston include Mary Heilmann: To 
Be Someone (November 3, 2007 to January 6, 2008), the fi rst retrospective for the influential 
abstract painter, organized by the Orange County Museum of Art, and Design Life Now: National 
Design Triennial (January 26 to April 20, 2008), presenting the most innovative American 
designs in a variety of fields, organized by Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum, 
Smithsonian Institution. 
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GENERAL INFO 

The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston is located at 5216 Montrose Boulevard, at the 
corner of Montrose and Bissonnet, in the heart of Houston’s Museum District. Hours are 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Thursday to 9 p.m.), and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 
Admission is always free. For more information visit www.camh.org or call (713) 284-
8250. 
 

# # # 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Jim Mulvihill      
Director of Communications and Marketing  
(713) 284-8255      
jmulvihill@camh.org     
Access CAMH online at www.camh.org   
 
 
 
 


